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Babasaheb Dr. Ambedkar 
and Social Justice
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Editor-in-Chief www.ambedkartimes.com
The entire philosophy of  Babasaheb Dr.

Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar revolves around the cre-
ation of an egalitarian social order wherein there
would be no place of graded inequality and oppres-
sive social hierarchies of low and high, pure and pol-
luted and Savarnas and Avarnas. He firmly believed
in the most cherished moral value of fraternity
which in turn needs to flourish in a society enriched
with the equally cherished and valuable principles
of equality and liberty. It is for the realization of trin-
ity of equality, liberty and fraternity that he termed
his struggle as spiritual. He was of the view that
political freedom without social and economic par-
ity is shallow that can’t help create an egalitarian
social set-up. In a socially segmented society  like
that  of Hindu society, a large number of so-called
Shudras and Ati-Shudras have historically been de-
nied basic human and civil rights that are essential

for social, political, economic and spiritual growth
of each and every member of the society. His sole
objective was to restore the lost dignity and self-re-
spect to the millions of downtrodden in the society
and to prepare them to stand for equal rights on
their own strength. He firmly believed that liberty,
equality and fraternity should become the real
strengths of India, which would lay the foundations
of Indian democracy rooted in its social domain. For
him political democracy should be based on social
democracy. Social democracy in turn is dependent
on equal opportunity available to all in the society
where there should be no hierarchies and hereditary
claims and special rights. 

He was a practical visionary who produced
voluminous of well-documented literature to put
across his viewpoint and egalitarian social order. He
was not an armchair scholar. He actually devoted
his entire life while abdicating various opportunities
to lead a rich and authoritative life. He worked with
the people at the grassroots to up left them from
the morass of social exclusion and terrified social
and economic life. In order to awaken his people
and to put across his viewpoint, Baba Sahib
launched many papers like MookNayak, Janata,
Bahishkrit Bharat and Prabudh Bharat. He believed
that without acquiring political power the goal of
egalitarian order is next to impossible. Therefore, he
founded two political parties (Labor Party of India
and Scheduled Castes Federation of India) and pre-
pared a blueprint for the third (Republican Party of
India). To give a practical shape to his social vision,
Babasaheb tried all possible ways to bring social re-
forms within Hinduism in order to make it an all-in-
clusive religion where the Shudras and Ati-Shudras
should not suffer on account of their so-called 
lower birth.           (Contd. on page 3 & 4) 
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Dr Ambedkar’s portrait
is unveiled at Grays Inn

2016 is the year of Dr
Bhimrao Ambedkar’s
125th birth anniver-
sary and is still being
celebrated all over the
World. This year is
more significant in the
UK as it completes
hundred years of his
coming to the United
Kingdom and joining
the London School of

Economics (LSE) for his higher
studies. His education in the West
transformed his life. LSE with col-
laboration of the Federation of
Ambedkarite and Buddhist Organi-
sations UK (FABO UK) celebrated
this year by organising a seminar in
which top academicians and human
rights activists spoke highly of Dr
Ambedkar and his relevance in
modern time. 

At that time, FABO UK also
had correspondence both with the
Royal Society of Gray’s Inn and In-
dian High Commission for a memo-
rial in Gray’s Inn. It is a World
premier institution where Dr
Ambedkar was called to the bar for
his Bar-at-Law in 1922. Recognis-
ing Dr Ambedkar’s services to the
Indian Constitution and human
rights issues, the Royal society of
Gray’s Inn honoured their illustrious
student on 6 December, his 60th
death anniversary by unveiling his
portrait in their premises. This proj-
ect was commissioned by the Gov-
ernment of India and the World
renowned portrait artist, Hazel Mor-
gan was entrusted to prepare the
portrait. It is a matter of pride for all
of us that Dr Ambedkar is the only
Indian who found a place in the
room with other prominent al-
monries. Rest are all British. Prior to 

(Contd.. on next Page)
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Dr Ambedkar’s portrait
is unveiled at Grays Inn
the unveiling ceremony, ‘Dr Ambedkar
Memorial Lecture: Power of Change’
was organised in which the Acting High
Commissioner, Mr Dinesh Patnaik spoke
about the change taking place as a re-
sult of the values enshrined in India’s
constitution.  

Earlier in the morning, rich trib-
utes were paid to Dr Ambedkar by the
Federation of Ambedkarite and Bud-
dhist Organisations UK (FABO UK)
members. At 11Am, a short function at
India House, Indian High Commission
was arranged by FABO UK to pay hom-
age to Dr Ambedkar. Acting High Com-
missioner, Mr Dinesh Patnaik garlanded
the bust of Dr Ambedkar and gave an
inspiring speech to remember Dr
Ambedkar's contribution to the nation.
Arun Kumar and Harbans Virdee of
FABO UK also paid their respect by

terming Dr Ambedkar as a nation
builder. After the close of this function,
everybody proceeded for a peace walk
to the Ambedkar Museum, 10 King
Henry's Road, London where Babasa-
heb stayed during his studies in 1921-
22. After floral tributes, C. Gautam,
Srikant Borkar, Ravi Kachre, Prashant
Bhalesan, Arun kumar and Harbans
Virdee paid homage to Dr Ambedkar.   
On the way to this house, the caravan
stopped at London School of Econom-
ics and garlanded the bust of Babasa-
heb. It turned out to be a memorable
day for everybody as they witnessed
history in making.

Babasaheb Dr. Ambedkar 
and Social Justice

He launched satyagrahas (non-violent
struggles) for the entry of lower castes
(then known as depressed classes) in
to public places of utility and religious
sites; organized common kitchen eat-
ings; and advocated inter-caste mar-
riages. When such measures failed to
bring the desired results, he put forward
the idea of abandoning Hindu religion.
After giving it a deep thought (more
than twenty years), he embraced Bud-
dhism as a way to an egalitarian social
order in India.

His people for whom he strug-
gled throughout his life eagerly wait for
the true realization of his goal. Their en

(Contd..on page 4)
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Parinirvan Diwas of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar at Jalandar – A Report

Today, December
6, was the Parnir-
van Day of Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar
(April 14, 1891 –
December 6,
1956). The Day,
the death anniver-
sary, was ob-
served at
A m b e d k a r
Bhawan at Jalan-
dar in all solem-
nity and reverence
to pay tributes to
the greatest son
of India. The
function was or-
ganized by

Ambedkar Bhawan Trust, as usual like
every successive year. It was a well at-
tended function by cross sections of the
community.

The Chief Guest, Dr. Rajnish Ba-
hadur Singh, Head of the Punjabi Depart-
ment of the local DAV College spoke
with conviction and delivered a thought
provoking lecture on the life and philoso-
phy of Babasaheb Ambedkar. A staunch
Ambedkarite and an old associate of Dr.
Ambedkar, who is also a prolific thinker
and writer on Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, Shri La-
hori Ram Balley also paid glowing trib-
utes to the great leader of contemporary
India along with others namely; Dr. Ram
Lal Jassi, Dr. Tarsem Sagar, Dr. Gian
Chand Kaul.  Poets Param Dass Heer and
Sohan Sehjal regaled the audience with
their excellent and inspirational poetic
compositions.

Ambassador Ramesh Chander
spoke spontaneously at the function to
inform, brief and solicit support of the
audience and the community at large to
his proposal submitted to PM Narendra
Modi and EAM Sushma Swaraj to make
a demarche to the UN at New York to de-
clare April 14, birthday of Dr. Ambedkar,
as the International Day of Equality to a
befitting tribute to the leader and savior
of humanity by his sterling contribution
towards establishing a just world order
by bring about the much needed equality
and oneness which is also one of the
cardinal principles of the UN.

The function concluded with a
Langar (Community Kitchen) served by
the volunteers of Samta Sainik Dal.

Babasaheb Dr. Ambedkar 
and Social Justice

thusiasm can be seen from the way they
throng the Mahaparinirvan Bhoomi of their
beloved Babasaheb who had died on 6thDe-
cember1956. Large crowds of people from all
over the country gathered at the ”Chaitya
Bhoomi” (Dr. Ambedkar’s memorial) at Dadar
in order to pay reverence to the Messiah of
downtrodden. They offered their love-laced
feelings by touching the “Chaitya Bhoomi” rev-
erently. This shows his great legacy that his
people carrying forward to make his dream
come true. A true tribute to Baba Sahib Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar would be to follow his foot-
steps towards the creation of egalitarian social
order free from the bounds of pure and impure,
and high-low social statuses. 

Prem K. Chumber Editor-in-Chief
www.ambedkartimes.com

Ramesh Chander
Ambassador (Rtd. IFS)


